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Lve heard that athletes are born with s pecial 
gene s that make them good at sports. Well, 


WITHOUT them. 






a team has an i mpo rtant role to play. But when _ 
make everybody ELSE look good. 
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§ o Lm of ficially announci ho my ret rement. 


The crazy th ing i Senet nscale 1 LIE: spect. 
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Sti IL FUN. The first sport 1 ever played was 
soccer... didnt know the rules, but neither did 





just pure chaos on the field. §# > | 
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Wherever the ball went, we all chased afte 





fit 





Every once in.a while the ball woul d pop out of the 
would celebrate. — eeeeseses—sSsSsSsS—C—‘CtsS 





Maha ty Rept + score, so. ° you neve eames who was 
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After the. oa me, wed a ways. get sl ushies and 
iur ele TINE Tac! A A 





wouldnt. h wait for the game to be OVER to _ 


treat ourselves. 
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The coaches were rec _ecrwe —— 





tebe genuine soucelaars "Cass bape 


rookie card in mint cond ition in case it turned out _ 








But when we got to kindergarten, everything 


CHANGED. The refs started using their 
whistles »aind they di idnt let us do the kinds of _ 
things eget anny: with the Year before 





That s arma, olan wile Shee hae adios alent: 
every time 1 - touched the ball. So when T was in _ 
le 2-71 PRN 
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Lts not like Twas getting a lot of playing time 


the kids who were GOOD, and the rest of u S sat. 
on the bene 





Mom told me the reason the coach was n+ playing 
me_was because 1 was his secret weapon” and he 





But 1 didnt understand that Mom was just 
trying to make me feel better about myself. So 


Jo out Pere: thiwkée : Twae: bat tell 
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junk food in taapt slaaad ‘es cluchies and other 
sugary treats with HEALTHY options 





FRUIT | | | 
SMOOTHIES 


Rack fies ss fm he ak chp d 








After a bunch of kids got ticks from playing 





season early, which was totally fine with ——_—— 








len“ lade Tad: won boning TA hea te 
athlete. Whenever hed go +o the | ibra ry ah ed 


anys see Les 








Im sure there are kids who are into those types _ 








books about kids whe d¢ ies dilites cand lead 
neering ah ET Lad al 


of kids ihe Hate ‘ust lke me. 
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So one of these days somebody should write a book 
ror the REST of 


TAS not Ie Le got anything against sports. 





PLAYING. ‘in fact, this conmer watched the 
Olympic son IV pretty much nonstop. 


T+ was Moms idea for us to watch the gpa 4 au. 
famil ys that these days everyone eir 
Se inet the _— 





Mom says she loves the Olympics Bec — 








you re. scapula graceful about ite 
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But if 1 just spent four yea rs of my lite training 


sure Ld have trouble smilin c| for the cameras. _ 











Thats why Td do one of those. sports whe  — 
youre part o fa TEAM. Because the Nn, when you _ 


ait nies 












MIND IF I SQUEEZE 
, IN WITH YOU FELLAS? 







4-MAN 
BOBSLED 
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Ln fact, if Twas in the Olympics, Ld be in 
r 4) —_ LIORSE. cc sunlve! 


Be cause then if something goe S wroha at least 
youd have someone to BLAME. 





THINGS WERE GOING — a 
ee ae, _| EQUESTRIAN 
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THUNDERBOLT HERE yA 
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ae gh we watched al ot of Ol AT. ae, 


dain Vvoe|l ranc rye #, eVeryvTnine 





main iN_a_ aceapaloas Te Seems to me_ ‘ke the ey 
could keep going with the meda Is so EVERYONE 
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medal if you take first. slace ort. yous tule — 
amriee O ay aenheg rig ae ti 











snd be ronze. 
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At least gold and silver ar something. — 













J figure the moment your medal is the most valuable 
iS right after - ou WIN it. So if T got one a 
tr Are tVan- as ne _¢d dience and 
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,' THIS DAZZLING 
f MEDAL CAN BE YOURS 


OFFERS ONLY! 


FIRST-TIME} 
MEDALIST 
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play 4h _ J me Li «t's national anthem and mal e- 
the other two athletes stand there and listen. 












s when they 4ell the life s aowies wl’ +he aiiletes._ 


ed aha iy eof the sta nes ave realy 





Michnon seogs shalidones.so get where dinate 
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But if Lever made it to the Olympics, my story _ 
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GREG HEFFLEY: PARENTS MADE HIM PLAY SPORTS — 





LATE for me, 
For most sp orts, you have +o sta rt playi ng reall y¥— 
young if you wanna be any good. So even if 1 got _ 
hal f my age. 
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L; ds with voteral SUPER early, and ra hy, 
send them off to these elite academies to train _ 
around the clock. 





|| 
; 
(i 


J really dont think theres any hope for me of 
only in preschool, so maybe hes still got a shot. 
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Im not an expert on this stuff or anything, but 











To be honest , wouldnt mind. if Mom and 


academie s. Because that would be one less person _ 
Td have to share a bathroom with 
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vt mate aa eer tha You cah_ start 





a sitet ‘Because “tt weal be pints ante 
represent your country as ah Olympian, no matter _ 
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can Still make 
sighing s UT Tt. 





| DOF, 


CON ea aS 
Gra \ 





And Ld say yes to EVERYTHING as long as the 


i ie S$ goo d. 
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The best thing about being an athlete is that you 


a pe rson like me, because there are lots o f places. 
Td like +o visit and things 1 'd_ like to see 


mM O24P 


eee 
} cS: i 















rf. 00 
> .. of 
ig * ft,  * 


So Lm not going to give up. on spo wut judaeien 
Because who are amen could be a person __ 
sini senate 











msl sener than. THOUG MIT. When ne aot 
TN gees 
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| aN CALLING ALL ATHLETES! | | 





four. y years and the last - fine they held it was 
par ala 3 Po moat 





a winning omeroom got. free ‘es via. ad oink = 


24 


Well, this. ae octet ee 


aati day off from. a 
motivated to WIN, 





But the person who wants the day off the 
MOST is Mrs. thar pare aienibene Ss 


tobe on ber fect allday 
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Ree Stee 


Seteckeien. co Tin actualy king, this competition 
pretty SERIOUSLY, 





The thing is, Lm not in the best shape right 
how. So unless 1 do something about it, 1 wont — 


be able to help us on the dig day. 
Sal sil T could start pig tat. aym with A i 






Dad's been going to the same gym for years, and 
wichner ——— oesnt really look. |i ike 
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But 1 figured anything would be better than 





noth in 9 . So after. dinne c (a threw. on Some 


workout cl othes and tagged along with Dad. 





The. —gyen was packed, but TL noticed there werent 
ca aa. —— tat ict —— 


didn’ cal Hention to sen shold be OK. —_ 
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There was “all sorts ‘thane that | 
Nene ran, rep pe eaaepeele est 





the adusinis Le likes 40. work. out. 


When Dad showed me his exercise routine, | 
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RESULTS 





After Dad did a few sit-ups and jumping jacks, 
he said he wa Ss gonha_go relax in th e sauna for a 
avi AC NAT mean _. WAS Tree * exercise on i —— 





But the thing is, 1 didnt really know how to _ 


too com plicated. 





So Thad to try igure things out for 
MYSELF, and Tm still not a hundred percent 
sure | was. using the eq vipment +h e right way. 
Ne 

iy 
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What 1 really wanted +o d owas try out some of _ 


tread vill diaiind the elli ptical machines. But people 
were hogai ng that equipment and staying, on | ohger 


And even when I gave them a gentle reminder 


turn, nobody seemed to take the hint 


ancl: 
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TVs were all. tuned _to_Some. boring business. show. __ 
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So 1 found the remote and changed the channel _ 




















entertainment as me, because some lady aot off the 
—_ — -haninel, Tick an soon _as she 





“Epacin a as a bi eL en on th e tro err 





CAMINO DE ~ PAG ~  GREATWALL «CHAMPS. 
_____SANTIAGO__CRESTTRAIL_____OFCHINA ___FLYSEES 





So _ JL spent a few minutes trying to decide where _ 
T wanted to GO. 


is 
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After]. ma ae innate 





slang “the Great Wall of Chi 





was having trouble keeping up. So after a while, TL 
P WaT eyor belt and 

















TL. realized T wasn: t ma king the most of fay time 


at the g ym, ana L started feeling a little guilty _ 
about it. But 1 didn+ know what 1 should do 


NEXT, because Twas running out oto ptions . 





i fe 


Thats w 
rs when 1 heard some weird no 
weir | 
| . cemalgg ithe 
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T wanted to look like THESE guys, but 1 didnt. 


around askin g for advice ie L found out that nobody 
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werent interested in helping a beginner like me, So. 
on _m ANI, ave le rs hina at-Va 

JL. figured 1 should probably focus on my arms and 

chect because those are: the muscles that make 

you look |i ke youre in shape 
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So T decided Td start with a few bicep curls and 





because at lunch ye sterday, A Ibert San dy +o! d us 
about this bodybuilder who ble w_out a dice p, and 
sure + want that hapvenina to 


nor ® 
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ak. 





a ou ant T might have Deter lek with Pe 





sther. And ‘L have to admit Ye 





By how. peo ple were Staring atm e, and 1 didnt _ 


want to look like T didnt know what 7 was 
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But it turn s out youre not supposed to take the — 


becaus e.when you d fe) everythin a, slid es. off the 
other si de. And apparently people in the weight 
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So TL guess thats the reason why +h ey d ont let _ 


kids in the gym. But it doesnt seem right that 








Thucsdey 
M A that when it ) bien f 

shape exercise is only HALF the. picture. She sai d 
ortant, and shed be happy 


hutrition is_just as imp 





reall y wante d to learn. 


but mE umped at the chance to go with her +o the 
groce tore. And thats because | wanted to 
hel PP ick out the food wed have in the pantry. 


Whenever Manny goes to the store with Mom, he_ 
picks the things HE wants. And thats. why we 
2 
'T SILVER 
am ADUL 





No offense to Mom or anything, but shes 


“DDTD i. ‘ “ 
LAL NLL a DicCKiriGd oO 
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healthy tuff that ta stes awtu |, and she wont bu | 
any NEW snacks until weve eaten all the ol d ones._ 
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wien we got to fhe. grocery store te — plit 





bunch of m favorites Then T grabbed a few 


But it turns out MY idea of health food isnt the. 
EE RECN IT e went 
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9 Ties antl thane El of SUGAR. lakers _ 
patie. tanta enrep it. + fet Elem she 





Iifleren? inated Seti. on the bette 


TA 


Then Mom showed me the label, and J couldnt 
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ilisianipeanine 
Lepebendin. dies she Sebdcoe dines ok Chal. 
Marinara pa sta J had in the cart were full of all 
sorts of CHEMICALS 


But 1 knew Mom was. wrong about THAT one, 
emenrial sane moet Hosa ats is 






in. “Old ‘Taly. 
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Mom showed me the small_print on the back of the 
ca, which said the food was made in a factory in 
Detroit. She said Chef Marina ra probably wa sant 





dressing uP AS Let M arinara in our We Fj re 
Exhibit at school last yea 


CHEF MARINARA K | 
Jet LIVES IN: FAMOUS FOR: — 
co! Fagiel [a 
J] OLD ITAL 
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Then 1 started to wonder if Rotten Rudy was a 


scared me into d rinking _a_gall oh_of mil k every d ay 









doping: theicale ting in glen pa net 
expect, _which made me think about the posters 
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BOOKS + ache - , SPONSORED BY BERRY BONANZ, | 





She explained that sometimes packaged food 





kids +o want their products. _And 1 think i 
: ee 






here, Munchy Shaimndlaninds Pee, arg 


of Rock Candy | Crunch cereal. 








Mom tld me that when she buys food for the 


family, she checks the labels and doesnt buy __ 
voor ai 3 —— ‘ 
yg a eee 





vegetables 


45 


Wells 1 dont Brow if 45 Just my gene ration, but. 





Debt athe sllaitn or doesn’t come in 
aountdheaiea Pe Ey 









vasl:io slow adhe aleaiting game. 
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ho siting class a. it bal r_earl: y SOwe 
Pee wt together our strategy. 
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a 7 a Rey ai. into the 
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The homeroom Mrs. Bosh is most worried about 


« Mrs Epstein s, because shes 30+ a bunch of 
athletes in her class. And one of the kids is Jesse _ 
Range, who stayed back in eighth gra de TWICE _ 
r o he could compete in tield Vay one more time 
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JESSE RANGE 





But the team Tm most nervous about is Mr. 





REE Ney na merken 


Sun 3: . The janitors niuiateaiihe e Vice P rincipal and 
said they wanted +o put to gether their OWN 


aS US students 





a ry a ee ee ey ee 
getting pretty gnarly ever since they started 
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And now the lunch ladies are getting in on the 
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he f nil te ool, Ava Hollis, 
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' roa } ele hed } | | 4 o 4 
making Some moves ot he rOWN. sis 
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She even g ave me th = Je? of scouting Ki ds from 





vecruit for OUR team, 








and two other kids for Jes se Range, and threw _ 
ina pack of dry-erase markers to close the d eal, 
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Thursday 


O ff with “some contro versy. Befo re the fir ot he = 
Mr. Ray gave Jesse Range detention just so he _ 








betore “eld as VICKRECG O i = 
gathe red our team on the playg round to go over 
strategy and make some last-minute adjustments. 











Le | pvuIAaN aAUre oO iT VArTed me 
and those othe r two kid s instead ot Jesse Range. 
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TL was onl Sl RE 





Bucke, who rbot «foot eadieh ae which _ 





But when the race started, I finally understood 
Mrs. Epstein. s strate. 9y- . She didnt trade for me _ 
because Lm FAST. She traded for me because | m_ 





See Seer 






Me and Madison took first place, and our team was 


few minutes later when Marcello Romera rolled an _ 
a 















Marcello wa Dposeqg Ta nthe ti 
hext, and all the other kids on o 
the middle of events. So Mrs. Epstein told me J 
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cant realy run fast unless TL im MOTIVATED. __ 


at 


Fenn Enneeetas whe n+ get eh ased 






aughed at hin. T. guatatces you if a 
meen Fring ne thet a. ne 








The only reason 1d idn+ get last place in the 


fifty-yard dash was because as soon as the race __ 


is facea And 





Kvn | “. 





But it turns out he got paid +o take a dive, and — 


had nt caught him re d-handed after the race 
accepting his payment behind the school. __ 
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+hose_ guys had a whole gambling opera tion running 


0 ¢ + oF 





SOK QS¢ 4 TLE E- 
| WHEELBARROW RACE 3:1 |! 





The rest of Mr. Ray's team was cheating, too, 


Those kids had stored their water balloons in 


al: 





got CAUGHT is because Geo rg e Ralston knocked 
Mikey Ardalla out « old with a bad throw in the _ 
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sti tleencliaal in the s dasha ontiaasile 
But then Mr. Chows team had back-to-back 








Sponge to SS , so th en LHEY took the lead. 
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The | janitors team started moving uv ein te 
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£ Mr. We ae sarns het gen out 








The final event was the tug-of-war, and it came _ 
down to Mrs. Boshs team versus the lunch ladies. _ 


+h a de ih ny 








When we got back +o our classrooms after 








didn't have to-do anything. and was le kine 
to sleeping 





shed been wanting to schedule. 





. * 
experience witf é 





part of a team. 
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But 1 tol d her TL was o' ha team for Field Day, 


teams, too. So T figured maybe shed Gust blacked 
oor eer SS 
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But Mom s aid wha + shes talk na shovt is s bein 3 





hack. § he said some rrr ae mes ae? ¢ 
were when she played spo rts in middle school. 
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Mom sai d that whats great about being part of a. 
team is that you learn how +o work together, and. 


especially in your J OB. 
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Tha etnies me comy a 


bug me about it anymore. So T. told her T'd think 





eaeidesln snielenan oy tnniyenny. 
IMPORTANT +hings in| fe. 
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But. if we re the person ones arih ania 
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Lyve always wondered how sports got started in 





alway Ss at war, ah d toa vess th ey deci ded th ey — 
heeded to figure me] ta way th y-could settle their _ 







Bate | yo! | \ : oo # i # A e 
Someone came up with the idea of sports as a more 


peaceful s olution. 
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But over time, sports EVOLVE 


ase Bs 1? é ARG 


D, and nowadays _ 


a a CAG Vt 





protessiona lath letes.. 
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Lve_ _— eer to | one. professional sf nee each 





f ty tn sacha fatal boves Ty be he nest, 
t dont remember much abo out he gan its lf but _ 


e € De : : "l Ne Avo 
oie Ail Al! 7 alee ei, 









ts He dashes ik sortable gel ath we 
cooked > urgers, which was actually kind _ot fun 








bathroom oe Ls was igettee an any 
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Dad didnt want +o stop at one of the porta- 





But L told him 1 didn’t think L could make i# all 
the way to +h e stad ium, so 1 begga ed him to let _ 





Thad ta yi ba Fone _and_finall y 
ee 








T+ was as part move making that pit stop, 





there was ANOTHER long line tor security. And. 
we missed the whole first. quarte r of the game ___ 





















ee —— a ‘ee eee 
won 4-3 

Mn ts: : 

a" agg! (aay = Se nae 








When. we finally got inside and found our seats, 


forever 4 UAT wad 





"4 





A ilk oe WW} 


1 dont know why they even bother +o have seats, 
| ~ Ne >It LIN in them anywe 





And most of the p eople in our section were too i 3. 
for somebod y_my height +o see around. 


- > ~~ tyy=> 
t 


Zz ~~ 
| E( sf) , ee 
a _— j ; =. — 














= go oo 





[ESO 3 Oe OWS 
= Qe c= 
oy LI ms 


iii . ee A | 






Pe ei) 
. 





—— ij oh ~ RF 5 


| | e) S ae Ww rapped up in 





Eventually I realized TL could see the game if 1 





giant screen that hangs hi gh above the field. 
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ren, “ae ae 








they. put yo pea Up nm. And so ome people — 
were re eally GOING for it, 








LT knew there was no chance of me winhing Fan of 





during a +i me-out, 1 stepped into the aisle and _ 
really hammed it up for the cameras 








But TL. guess 1 was embarrassing Dad, so he gave_ 


me some money and told me 1 should go up to the. 








-* vt pt te rh and o ne_of tho.  —_ 







awa ae, stand, "ete ete bed 


noise that shook the whole stadium. 





== 
> NN 


Ap: seantisientiedieiedumanns s, the 
shoot acts CANDY, But TL wished Das had 





) = & o€ 


After T was sure the coast was clear, 1 went to_ 
we were sitting “in, and Dad wa s the one who had_ 
our tickets. 





TL started to panic, because there were 80,000 | 
Peo! arearee »_and EE 





fans were too. cies sn lili. attalond L d. a 


~, | | SECTION 303 











Statin 


pe 


They asked mea few questions about who 1 was and 






shook up I could darely even remember my own hame.. 


—_ } STATION 


pS > on 





The next thi ho knew, [had a camera in my 


face and they put me_on the Jumbotron. __ 











the Game, so | made the most of my opportunity. 


ie 


| Finder Station 
in Concourse B 




















The good news was that our team won in the last _ 
second. The dad news was that Dad didnt get to _ 
see it. vargas i Sei — fsa. believe. 





What really stuck with me about that day was how. 






fans. And 1 think our church could learn a few 
lessons from the professional sports experience. 


First of all, _when they introduce the priest and 
altar servers, ea IR ca 


WYPED. = 
NYY III - 

AND NOW... ALL THE WAY = @ 
FROM ST. MARY’S SEMINARY = 
IN BALTIMORE... 
















ake “the service more fun for. sthe Ie ds. 
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Sometimes you need to break thi ngs up to keep ——— 
people energized, so the could put ina halftime — 
show. And theres all SORTS of « razy stutf you 


















= 


Cs 





! fi . | } 
F | 
te Po 
< =. 
a 4 ai —_ 





Dut the Biggest vpgrads eta - ae exp: erience — 
0 RO 





Starters, it wo 7h help the » i » hack feel 
like. they were closer to the _action. 
enna 











They + could even have a random drawing dy let thee, 


prays cco cone ds leta gota mck ap SENT 


 & 


“¢ 





Plus, they co uld_use the Jumbotron +o encourage 


the d onation basket aro und. 











Lve g ot a bunch of OTHER suggestions, an ra (i 
actuall y_ took. the time to write them down. But 1 


Cornish gtieehante 








T4 


OCTOBER 


Twas really hoping M om would just f org et about _ 


makin gme_join a team, but she s been pressuring — 
me EVE in Ale aa SS — 











sports will be replaced by e-sports , and athletes — 
wont even have +to leave their couches to compete. 


But T guess shes too old to get excited about 
at th: be like is thee fie 






am a 
TN 


THE GOLD! 





One of the reasons | havent decided on what 





cis liste t did adalat Yea ta habe pate 


out which sport is right for me. 


And all 1 can think of was the time at lunch 
when 1 landed a balled-up napkin in Justin 
Wh ites empty mi | kg lass. 





TLIO 
. * 












Ain dana, of ay life. 
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Some people were even saying they should puta 


future students would know about it. 


FROM THIS SPOT 


Greg Heffley 
| TOSSED A NAPKIN INTO A GLASS 
| ON A MOVING TRAY FROM A 
| 1) TAM 








NIGHTMARE. 





5S Ef \ \a en 


LPP 





“ 
oe 
ki - 





1 thought my napkin shot proved T had some 
a NEL, and |b told Mor avbe LL could try o 
for the basketball te 








she played basketball when she wa S my age, and — 
, eam was really GOOD. Then she said maybe _ 





Mom said her team made it all the way to the 
state finals one year. But when 1 asked her what 








wasn t+ i mportant. 
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Mom said what mattered was that Td be a part — 


of a TEAM. Then she went to her computer to _ 
fi gure. out how to sign me up to play, 


sport, but there was actually ANOTHER reason _ 
1 picked baske- D 





TL heard some kids talking about “tryouts at school 
today, and there are onl / two teams to role _ 
grade, with ten players on each one. And. if you 






- ah 4 aA 
AE 


Lm sure Soaickasiiieanesaet 
peg garg porary mg 








back - tT “this init stuff. 
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SS 
tonight Tinted cages het 
rears entyy Kids would make op ne tae sn 









sind 
Plus, most of the kids looked WAY better than _ 
me. A lot of - these guys. have. been playing since 


kindergarten, and they co uld dribble between their 
le ne and d o other cra : enaomen 


— &S 


iS 

éla & ede 

Tos Sh ge 
ath — TN 

TT Bal Uy ry 1G 


QOUNCE 






















eyo ina Sh a th bet 





year. And ed snk acted twa. ion 


On top of that, the schools only basketball was 


With TP e pump. So we had to 





the needle that wen 


use_balloons insted 














There were a handful of kids at tryouts tonig + 
who didnt look like they were that good, which 





TL wa s worried 1 could end up makin 3, one of the | 





bad! yon PURPOSE » just in case. 
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a Se 






to give it my hat afer 





the Front and back. Ard 1 Fron the way those 


things smelled, Tm guessing theyve never been __ 
WASHED. 





es pit us up into four groups to do ds rills in 


Ar icy F*) * a 


sl with d “bbling ~Tisaat hatting sn Wetlatteble —— 
with the e hand-eye coordination thing, so ttegt 





ssed up, same. guy 
with ‘aclipboard woul wre down, ny ruber 














&3 ot 
BOUNCE BOUNCE 


So J tried to y Dehind the guys with the 











sapyiing_me 








a row, ahd of course ho one was watching THEN. — 
But Mom made s ure to let the guys with the 


ng well, 


NUMBER EIGHT 
HASN'T DRIBBLED OFF J) 












“HIS SHOE IN A WHILE! 
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a A 





Si te maith doer LET band T thought be 









was joking, and actually LAUGHED. 
PR Sh Se Se 
ry Z) y iis (iS gs 


+ 


Tk {—_ {tf - 
But T probably shouldn: eCAUS! just 


als Minasdlcdanmsuadies 





L_guess some people can do things with both 
hands, but not me. Ln fact, my left hand is 
wall LISEL ESE 


One time 1 sprained my right wrist and 1 had _ 
to take a test at school using my left hand. And 
1 think TL wouldve done better if Td held the 


pencil in my MOUTH. 
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i 


a7 a. 


__7, Who developed the theory of gravity? — 





Once we finished with our. dribbling drills, we 


switched to free throws. And 1 really wished 


BALLOON » because L totally mi S :) ud ged how much 


effort 1 needed to put into my shot. 





TL think Mom could see T wasnt doing so great, — 


so whenever one of the evaluators got near 
her, shed snitch on the OTHER kids who we re 








RER THREE 
BW IT Ove! 
BACKBOARD! 


ee ee) 








But its not like Mom was the ONLY parent 
helping their own ki d. Some of the evaluators had_ 





B the end of the night, it was pretty obvious 





T _ the y needed to decide which kid was. gonna 
get the final spot, because they ma de the bottom _ 
se deka Aides staal 2 =? er Gee 


Say is it wasnt PRET TY. 











The guy runni ng tryouts told everyone that if we- 
made a team, our parents would get an e-mail by _ 


not exactly. holding my BREATH. 
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‘Tuesday 


was dnitesicmajla tava Twas prety 
SS 





ae. 
Twas confused , because 1 knew - for SURE. T 
: nt. 








mi si hdmi 





T+ was f rom Mr. Patel, Preet Patels father 





ranean Ct plane 





va Preet ‘totally DOMINATED 


1 





ee ted 


L couldn't und es 





evaluators mustVe seen something special in me, 
and thats why 1 made the < ) 








So now J was even MORE confused. 


At school today, Jabari Bruce told me. what 
ahr eS rag uts becaus. nfo feet 





you skipped tryouts o you couldn't be. ona team. 
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So Mr. Patel made a NEW team with Preet plus 








this sea Son. 


Well, J wasn+ happy to hear THAT. 1 tho 
TL was off the hook for basketball, and now all _ 
of a sudden 1 wa ctual team. And TL 


ale ®] Ai Au Ca ' ate ry e 



























, \ 


2 N\A , PY i ce 


a aa 
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ny Tannese were the kids who were in that last 





+he 7. ll schocl.. Sabari Bruce and “Tomm ong “Cho were 
part of that trade deal with me on Field Day. 






—  JABARI ¢ 
BRUCE ff 
oe 

je, ee: ee oa 

Then there was Darren and Marcus Woodle 

mi sl + actual 7 decent ath letes nae we rent _ 








DARREN 
WOODLEY J 


— 
 ntien..._ 
We alsa had se YO | 








MARCUS 


} = WOODLEY 


we 
Om | 
















EDWARD 
—MEALY 


f 


F” POMODORO 


a7 


guess ifs aluays. geod 4 aan ight on 


‘veskin. But Yusef | ‘hes _to_scoo mp ig ki ic who are 
my size and put them in “The Cave.” 


Jor MESKIN 









wd dhoct'e whe re Rely Bid oes mA 





narerunne i ee 





Anyway, 1 wouldnt have blamed Preet or his dad_ 


us. But Mr. Patel gathered the te amd | ound him so 
he could give a SPEECH. 





Mr. Patel said that we. might not have the most 
talented team, but we were going to outwork 


gonna learn to_ play the RI GH way » Starting 


{_—_ 
fF te 


Ic SES 








lel of eGYM 
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Ves Fase expla ned thet th EL 





schiee jeltnsha silinahai dhe LEFTOVERS. _ 


play basketball when we didnt have a HOOP, but _ 
Mr. Patel said —— 





We did some dribbling drills, and then moved on 
oe -al the tables ee the 





aroun 1. Se half of v < had 40 go on the ete 
which was set up for a kindergarten play. ee 









i LOMO) 

LICL bey 

IYO ' \ OF I ne | 
[. 


BW \ 





CT eS 





things up nore. quikly And every ine oe oboe 
macie-sa_sischaln, be onal sch elo 





ea tik i e made even __ 











kj Js hate to run 
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ree + do ub+ the track co orces his team to _ 





The thing T hate the most about running is that 
it_mak es you SWEAT. M y theory abo ut sweat 
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a re e cara ee 





basally just Pret and a ‘bunch of scrubs, So we 
werent gonna be any good this season. 


But Mom said 1d probably. get a lot of playing time. 
wae a team, sehich-g pnt WATE: ora 





ones lies dhies team, Dut - theres a FLIP. side. _And_ 
that's being, the person who > lows it, 





There's guy in my town named’ Ansnory Grow, _ 





emp py het ahd lost a gan. against Sack sul — 
whos our town s biggest rival. 


















Ard ba cat gn arbre sth gpa — 





a We aise ST 


PERE a0 \ fe 
. — 


im Se 
\/ il 














Lf 1 was Anthony, Id just move to Slacksville,_ 





~... 


m5 << a 
-~., AD 
ia CPPS ee sf 

+ ~~. | = a 


1 made the mistake of ite’ @r eer an 








MORE. nervou nai thine 





middle-school. basketball team, and. in the 


championship game, th: e requ lar_po int guard got 
HURT. So with the score tied in the fourth 





quarter, Mom. ad to_ go. in and take her. place. — 
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Mom sai er a but with 





she ha Lick save th » bal 7 at th buzzer, and 
her shot came up-shart. 














Mom says shes GLAD it happened because it 
taug ame[—~,,e-; pal bn lind she) mene pee | 


teammates just wished she hadnt CHOKED. — 
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decided on bas ketball as my s po i lienarste Alin 
schedule is BRUTAL 


Weve go T practice three day S aA wee k plus one game 
on Saturday and another on Sunday. Aind on top 


\omewo rk and get _enou gh sleep to make it th rough 
school the next day 


racket outside my window every hight. Aind thats. 
because we. put ou pa das ketball. hoop in our. drivewa ye 


. MP 1 ee 
THUMP)? 
HUMP 












When 1 made the. basketball team, Mom went out 





garage. a Tgquettithasat honing: cml echnpem 
extra shots on the nights I. didn't have practice. 


But 1 havent taken a single shot on that thing, 
because the second it went up, the teenage rs in 
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Ever since they took down the outdoor hoops 








where kids can play. So how they come too ur 


house, and Dad has to park down the street 
wh en i. e gets ome from \ ork 


















ba ry) 7) ao 


bict Mam said she wis hapoy that kids were 


aC ‘O} Noov 


les guess TL wouldnt have minded too much, either, 
but the teenagers dont know when to STOP. 





those Guys_are still out there going hard. 
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ee ms S Peen Hy ing to 9) iVe - thems a hitek 






icincllencapitegnaincitel re 1 But T. aus 
teenagers arent real good at taking hints, __ 














So. af iw rights age ig Mom turned the ligh +s off 













PREPARED “and rey Set up a pone a 
lights in no time, 


Ti 


Peers 
anee, 
Sngeer 
iannee 
Lheeer 
TTT el 


: ~~ | 
| ae 
a W, 

|| 
| | 





=. 
| ~ 


, | 





Last night, Dad reached his breaking point and _ 
2. ee 


minutes later. 




















re) 


LT thought that would be the end of it, but it 
turn s out cops like basketba ll, +oo. 





{ii 


TERT “ET 





heer us ng the slendnhats i ool_ Sahat 
to al stl te other two teams are done with 


On our_firs OTT Patel 4 "9 at 







it. diol hit he was gone, ‘Diortan Sdlgg nated 
the | s Ed closet was op en, so we went inside. _ 
There was al | SORTS of fun equipment in there, 








“aw — 


i 
ie i 


OS 
a: ae 








jct-pad facia a} on goimes wren shad 


were li bike baale bide again. 















{ l te 


<r 





We even made u: pa whole new game That used 





oa st long pin. Ant was achaly WAY ro ore 
fun than basketball | 








Quo \ 
_& \U= Oly ay 


At 


Mr. Patel tol ——— 





dntsthing deco thease ‘sen sKeiiel Ste 


ot guys eamend with a beethar « Soccer. ball 
ane * es EOE er 





ike Wie, Pacis it peal ees ssnidins besten - 









oo  OINK 


Tee] 


Rae) 


laa 
NA AD 





= GA | 
SAN 























Sy Se wwe 
r\ of ica 
\ FF 


FH = — ome) 
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And Ll bet Mr. Patels gonna feel pretty d umb 

















Once we Fiesahieal_yactting all “Be antdpesnrcl baer in 





athe ght way to shoo > “mast of us emddnit adi 


After missing a bunch of _times_ ina row, A was 


gettin a? sch strate a mba en An fel 
+< | ) # Pg Pi, é é 





not, it went IN. 
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My teammates were - etty / impressed, ahd after 
: Ya T . E ne ON one moa a DacKwara sno 





But Mr. Patel shut THAT down, too 





started taking things mare SERIOUSLY. T— 
tried to explain that Twas better at shooting 
backward than forward > ah d maybe the way he 





But 1 guess Mr ie tel thoug + 1 wa s bein ——— 
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a oa sw nights we jus uh antl eects 





be ginning, Tle st ni ah’ S practice , Me. Pate ~a 
we were gonha OCRIMMAGE. ——_——ESS 


Everybo d y was p retty excited that we were f inally 
gonna get +o actually PLAY. But right when we _ 


walked into the. gym 





One of the guys walked up to Mr. Patel and said _ 
Payee paar Sear ey 






nant eae ayer 


444 


But Mr. Patel said that we had the gym until 
Or 50, and he had cdoudle-checkKed with the 





say. tne. gaps ba ectnoagpe ard kon oeVer won 
could have the court.  e——— 





aa gr oar e maar 


ahd were. just STALLING. 
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After those _ guys fi inally finished stretching, we 
get started —Wwle won the stipes ti figure 








These Mens Leagie 3 7S might at have fee 














The whole time, they never stopped TALKING. 





Lt was all corny stuff that only grown-ups would. 
talked, the more we struggled : 


M22 


| TM BREAKIN’ 


\ ANKLES OUT HERE! 








The person who was getting the most frustrated — 









stick it to these guys 


good pla: er, and whenever } ed get the ball, they 


were all ove im 


e - 
a O40 
} 
















foes “0 Br», 
WE <>) = 


rv wi, Peved stubs thee ball and coricted 4 
the other end of the court for what shouldVve been 


a PY) CA 





We were all pretty excited to see Preet throw it 
inches. before hes ready for that. 


124 






am: *, 
TTT LA 
3 s 
[ees 








Preet landed awkwardly oh his ankle. And even — 
though the game wash t of: ficially over, TL think 
the Mens League saw it asa WIN, ‘ Wi 







a @ ae 








YY OD se — 
> : 


of i BAM 





LT tho jc re 





be showed up-at the gym tan lealente on 


CRUTCHES 











AK - a } p i 
PF RY yo” be 
ih Ce So v2 a@Pl| 
REN 


Ale 


sa AS 





ih i than seule oman on. Ad - shots had news for. 


the re st of us, because without him were toast 





3 








But at the beginning of practice, Mr. Patel gave _ 
be cid Salut | + of 4] 


and the rest of. us were gonna have - Oo step up. 
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a were 





“ith, five on three ~ but mobod “cou lmakea ea 
basket. So we acini tRire Ecole aban rig a dling Ein 


COO EE eT 






i ik sh dali sb oe fest game Va 
weekend, its gonna be by blind LUCK. 





SE 


aa 
<— ar 
AHIR US 


ee fami liar » 











stiahoal tata sasalcannaghs Mien Saga 
new_uhitorms for the team, so - they ha a to recycle 


the ones from tryouts. 








ee 









to Liipiap cen a sym rental and « ‘our 
sp onsor fF. or tha teas on was Marconi s lh Sige Xe 


Lm pretty sure Marconis is still closed for health. 
code Violations. ees 
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Sehetey ——__________— 


was at the e lementary. sch ool_gym. Coach Patel 


mlb at amdide adamant 





aareareven sa few new plays seg 


to ews. sp just. hoped the other gujs on 
the team understood what all the little symbols 


were supposed to mean, because it was complete 
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Whi ie we were going over $e Plays: pe Rana 





fa crowd, 7 vat Le id's ned ee 
worry about it. Because when Coach Pate |_put itn 
| “ , + \j | 4 . ; 


We were playing agar st Franklin, which 1s a town. 


Things got. off - to a rocky seni shams Franklin 
woh the opening tip- ££ and took it all the wa 
down to the other end fo ra layup. Arn d that set 











Kevin P mente top vard, because he's 






lig pHi Kel at allay nem 
hand I eS ee 





retainer out so people could understand him. 


BLUE SIX! 


\ 


KE | 
Ss 





Oe team was yn g, its b cha teen Enea 





he was "a whe was an O » So it was 5 just 
pure confusion o ut there. 


SCRATCH 








ee + the kids on 


shared locas 3+ seemenl Vie thath adhack he was _ 
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Coach Patel started subbing kids out of the game, 
7 ME 





is: Ki mln ty anal bi ll ul 
prayed he d forget 1 was there. 











Even tho cugh the slerentary schoo! gy miS our 





ADVANTAGE. Fic sto £ all tle tall out 
seventy years old, and there are all sorts of dead_ 







team tlh chieiliinde sitet — 
end up losing their dribble 





oa f{— an 
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Whoever designed the gym did a lousy job, because 





walls. So anyone tr hg _to save. _a ball from going — 
wt af ds ling ther LEE 











——— 





one sett tei tfiiehiad pass and the ball 
landed in the URINAL 





One of the refs washed the ball off in the sink _ 
and then dried it with so me paper towels. 1 dont 





Believe it or not, my team managed to score a 


off, the score was 38—6. T wa s_just glad thot 
Coach Patel didnt put me in, because if he had, 1 


guarante e we would Ve lost dy even mM IRE 


Lve played enough sports to know that when the 











the othe r team and Say was a good game. So 
thats exa 





HALFTIME, because maybe then TL wouldn't have. 


made. suct ‘ool of myselt 












the 


S|" 


=: 












Coach Patel told us to meet in +the locker room so_ 


elementary. school. lidn’t HAVE. a. lock er foom, So 
sarin ha seca: Sotto snc stepson 








ave all cules. 7 





the room. | was a. little. bummed. out that Coach 


a mtg aaern-w 3 mom ack josie 





be a VACATION from the. game. 
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But Coach Patel started by going over everything 


needed to make in the second half if we wanted _ 


to wilh 


Then he told us a story about this group of ——e 
Scottish warriors from a long time ago. He said 


totally outnumbered, but they won the battle by = 
stic king togeth er and fighting with eve rything 
they had 6 E 
















> 
As | am 











AY 4 pK S\ 
elo) Boe 
Qt WY yj 

ae r 

: A 


He said if we followed the game plan, maybe WE _ 


was a pretty good speech » because by the time we 





a 





— ik arr en 
4 : "|| , Ye i] e a uae Fo) = F i, 
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= ir AW. ; 


Qe ey \ ¢ er 
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EW OT \elpec 
ms NB: 1 é ~ 





ourselves to bottles of water —— od 





ATA 


But 1 guess the Woodleys never cleaned out their 





Some. LEFTOVERS in there, too | 














There were even a half-filled bottle of ketchup an d 





Ruby werent too choosy about +heir refreshments. 







GULP " 
— tS p- - 7 HY bt 
a 
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m iy 
S| |e 
a 












they could GEL 
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—— dnc: thn sepale fire falt, 






his jersey. But T. wished the hadn't wong i 0 out 
Ip ere were still some _ 





ve was Seed up otter thet 
enh by gecko But LT. —— guysin. 





Things got so out of control in the fourth 


_— so oe nes il Lasih 
the bench in. But if he was h oping wed give o ur 
team a spark and turn things around, he mustVe — 





To be honest, I cant even remember what the 





different plays, and that T. should've got more 
pla ING tim re 


The only thing Dad said was that if this was 
GOLF we wouldve won, because we ha d the lowest 





feel better, but it didnt rea lly work. 
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ee 


to gethe cr, but TL think she mi ght actually be wron 3 
about that. Because in my experience, sports just _ 
tears us APART. 


The pe spl tne tt. Sa ee. ee alee 


the town we hate the most is Slacksville, because _ 


those guys always DESTROY us 








born. And whenever an old-timer in my town 
mentions Slacksville, they always spit. 











a ee sper 





ago, we were Su pposed to get a jeeley factory 
enetedhdalapie ss — 








So were always looking for ways to get back at 
we have to be CREATIVE. 
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th pe Seni Teas Panna on pat go 






ioe to_our. zoning laws, cy the ctate had 
to fo put the mein Slac ne EEN 





i 


:=* 
a 


ir x oF. 
1 —s 

= | ae et, Dial ae oe 

J ¥, Netate fy +" + 
me ‘ a) Cree. oooh a Wb Le xO 

/ . | r ee =e a | (] | 7 rs ‘era 

y \\ ES stots otee “eneg? 
A brate” Oe Oe ee a ee 

‘.— : Z E = 
q : 
hy . —] = = '. = —<—K—<—«KxK<KxK<KFKFK§F<—Y—[ETi—iEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeeEeE>EeEe~>eEe~>~>~>~>~>~>EE~k€%[wE*7UDE=~=~C="= 


sation, Every -year ,. ors feuirs bras. iit 


bo’ bin Sa Ee a tree 






Ininaiee “the. ond. 
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The timin g was great, because our town was 





afford to do the onfire this year anyway. 



















20 OU Ac D fs an TT ate 


a few days later trucks started showing up from 
Slacksville with piles of lumber. And they even set 
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But right before we lit the fire on the Fourth — 


Y IMSPE ry | ar Own 





park and said the wood from S acksville was 
chemically treated, so we couldn+ burn it because. 











The next da y¥» ou r_mayor called the mayor 












their mayor already knew the wood was full o 


= 








So now weve got a giant pile of rotting lumber 





the preschoolers had to play +h ei Soccer games 
BROUIINID je, 














But their Soccer season. got cut short when a. bunch 
of animals moved into the woodpile, and everyone 






play’ hg near it. 
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So 1 guess Slacksville has the last laugh, at least 


for now 


today as_our first away game, an d of course it_ 
was in Slacksville LT got ag veasy feelin g when — 
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Ou! r gare was at Slackovile Hig h, and their. ayn 





brand new, and Td; In’t see a « ar 
on the flo 








The. gym was, packed before we. got there. ,_and _ 





peep ‘Started booing der uri ng maroees 
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THOOMP 
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Onl —— ee 





Mealy, hens He said she needed dn gauith 


Da d to Manny s preschoo | play 


But 1 kind of wonder if Mom bailed on me because. 
she knew what was in store for our team in 
Slaabavil 


1 was pretty anxio us for the game to get started 
so 1. — the bench. _ 





snd there was nt any roan for ME 


ar: IN, ONT) ae i ‘Ss 


isin! 


153 


There was an empty space a few rows up in the 


went. But | was atrai d people were gonna notice _ 
that T wasn+ from Slacksville and give mea hard — 


Te gn mnenener the: cron Booed my ear 


did, 7 = ee 
BO JO 000% 0009/75 











Lt was actually prety. easy +40 do, eeyerel 
off to another terrible start. Slacksville started the 


game_by hitting a deep three-pointer, and then 
they stole +h e ball and hit ANOTHER one. And 


before long, they were ahead by twenty points. 


L thought - that once they built up.a lead they d 
—arnera _rtea a caramae <4 ess everyone 


— he tie let Up. 


LS 


i ae ee 





Ln fact we couldn "+ even get the ballin play 


because those Slacksville kids were all OVER us. 

















Coach P. shal i _was x paling ae our - a, 


del; 
Slacksville crowd 
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Every once in a while my team would get the 
players would swarm the kid who got the pa a 


LN 

ey 4 , 
,, wr 
SS wall SX 









their center was so big he actually made Yusef look 
SMALL. = 





«—aBE Gm» 


gm o> 
Ve | as 


“LETT 


By - ee as 52—O paleo 








thew _game. But I. quess hay de and 
thing in basketball. 


“OL £0 PT- 
ie: rere a 
We Yi (ee 





























Sackevile gym turned 2 tha sins silen. nhitenn? S 
=a aig ett malin ie since ctable ies because 
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Coach Pa el gave another sp —— is one 





that. “Lt was “ahout PRIDE 





we. were representing cour | OWN. Then he said 
we shouldnt even look at the score, because the 








FOUGHT. 





And that got everyone just a s fired up as th e 


GF (i | e 
A 
js 


se 


[xy © 











But « aol a K Coach Patel 





eae Pao!) ie detonate to Saab for REAL. 
Yusef. +f got things started by hvowing an elbows — 





| had B aa ee ere lems to deal Ss 





Sishheallicnesletielditaantallie sain 
and the next thing -you knew they were throwing 














The refs went into the bleachers to break it up, — 


sah sites. “shines setts, Shy 





But 1 wi a rarer — e 


coach put me. in the game. along, with aa ‘Che. —_ 
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The Slacksville coach pulled his starters to give 















~ were. ve gona SKU NK. US. 
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Ts re 





ahve it srnmel lihacibaitc et tallies son —_ 


el 


L didnt understand any. ot Coach Patel’s Pays 5 


OC eT o—— 





- Jouble-teamed. and he threw the all to ME. 





Sake le edn meno 


ref called a fo 





The ref put me at the free throw line and gave 





the stuff Coach Patel taug K+ us about shootin = 
technique, because everyones eyes were oh me 








a | : | ’ oS fp —- 
_- a > Sod ~ 
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TL think fans should have to be QUIET when a 






TL tried tog et them to be more res pecttul, it 
didn+ work. 
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»)> 


Pt 


a a iN \ouan née wa , 51 Ve ne ay! EE na 
me_ahother try , but it turns out - that whens load = 
a shootin 3 fou L, you_get TWO shots | 


L didnt want to miss. AGAIN, na thought about 
shooting i bacws tine vomeneerer -E 





vad, and ere totry agen sha. hoes. y. 
throw the ball from between your | eS. 





GESAMPATES latngtved act res 
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‘er Ser 
Jann 
une 









ay 


Af- ter that, _T was read y 40. ge Back 40 my. spot _ 


game. which ee ae 
thing a player is supposed +o do. 










YOU'RE UP! 
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Sa LS 


Slacksville Kept running up the score, and before —_ 
long it was 78—2. Then one of thei r players hi + 


Tye Or evodatc Avice oO a ic 











So we started going CRAZY on the bench, and — 





move the ball up the court. But now our team was 
playing with PRID E, and we | ocked it down on __ 










= a) BO 
a: : Br ~ ~ Sf S__ = . 
er 









testis ie managed 4 ort Ps ast. aL 














The onl: ring that made me feel better was 
wens Bie, Mealy. stopped at erence dump 






be cat those guys hn sports, but at least ovr town 
aieneaner —— 











OP Sey 














CONOVER 


TL wish TL could say that after Slacksville our team 
got better and we wo nc ew games during the 





things just got worse and worse as the Season 
weht oh 


After the Slacksville game, Mr. Marconi trom 
Marconis Sub Shop calle d Coach Patel and told him 


he didnt want to sponsor our team anymore. But 




















e # 


rical tape to blac 


we just used elect 


1 
PT 


ie a 1 hi 50 


k out the logos. 
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And that turned into « a gon rere ein our 


electrical tape from Yusef. 5 jersey stuck +o hi is face. 
Paetsch n the kid - "Se 
ae 





f ar a fa 


~_* 1) _ Snags a .',’ 


yh oe 
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re, eee 





their benchwarmers instead ek eit atone’ But _ 
that di idnt change the RESULTS 








alsin “took, Ted 


Lik 


And that did actually keep the score down, but it 


ae eee ee 
am co e. er pas Ou ~ : ; 











Then teams started trying to keep their. Scores __ 
down on their OWN. A nd they tried all sorts of - 









a late more drastic to help sic: vals, Fie weekend _ 
they dropped us down a whole age group, and 
ANOTHER. level. 
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And theres nothing like having your butt handed _ 


ie P Oo 7.8 








make you feel_good about yourself. 


ee 











was on the wrong hoop. And 1 gue ss Coach Patel. 
wanted me to have my moment, s o he didnt even _ 


en it happene 








By - the end of - Spatendelag ah Nee anda few 


even the REFS were nt payin oa. on. 


TER 


We were so happy when the se son fly ended 
that we os Coach Patel one- of hase tery 




























But T hope Ke took a REAL shower when he got 
home, because that thing was full of SWEAT. 





After our last game, we had an end-of-season 


rea son Mr. Marconi ag reed to host it was because _ 
his restaurant still wasnt officially open an dhe 


a Cec Me PpUusin _ AVVO 
P } 













got one. But since no one was a\ OOD this 
Sea son, he had to get creative 





le CZ : elit en r24 0°, AL. ty Oge tery Fr) 
wea Hertle 


_____ for trying to learn a new sport 





Eicher sen: foe d caki ©» Coach Patel gave a $ ech. 


Lt Secomtcpiteal aka thn: antae satel 
ever giVing up. 





Then he. | said that even though ; there probably 
werent any future professional athletes on our team, 


there, like accounting and web desi gh and puppetry. 





Tt t wasnt as inspiring as some of the other 





eH Tes & FS 
eg Dl 2D af > 









Sete Bsmeciak could 90 back to hy regular 
ita ot aap lreneelte elt the_ 





Before Mr. Patel got in his car to leave, Mom told. 





hadnt woh any. games during, the season. “|hen she z 
showed hima flyer shed printed. out; 





\ 
QA 


_ ‘Turn that frown 









winner in everyone: 





1 really wished Mom had asked me about this 
nm ere arog _was to _ 





felt - bathe Same way 
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rem Ha “hoe: ae ho: pees ss at 





dogtentl ry. And eV a de . 
ciaiesatedieruaveepeoeee 













T= | 


fe = 
= a IF 


A week later, Mom invited the whole team to our _ 


a a, NE 


enaadlien ” bot Hh erg whale 















watch | 








Once everyone got +o our house, Mom said she had _ 


errr aya 





rw SHE. was gonna. be sur coach. 
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tournament as a whole new team for a f resh start,. 


and she started handing out unifo 













WE = 


ray 








TER! 
6 SS 


ara — a e Chee it ete l 
wae "eX 


atk OL rm, OOREC Xr ke |  }, | ot 
blue-and-gold _stite hing , and each kid's last name _ 
was written on the back. There was ho spon sor 





of her own pocket. 
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On the front of each jersey was the picture of 


Mom explained that our team was _gonna be the 
HUSKIES, just like her middle-school basketball 








T+ was oretty obvious M sooiks Ayeitnn. 3 
relive her glory days through US, but 1 didnt 





ee ary repre rary ay 
WINNERS. And that sounded a whole lot better 


than bei hg accountants and puppeteers. 
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ntisherre:sdenitsle Ladin tela tine Pare a 


But after er our first practic e, Lm kind of glad we 
a 


Moms coaching style is completely different from _ 
skills, we did a bunch of touchy-fee ly team=b vilding 


exercise 








ea ee 
apy Shae ee ————————— 











Sa aan area ancient 
OK, ALL TOGETHER NOW! 








Be ame at ei eicu 
4 _— == i —U- Re 
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pe of #he exercises was supposed 4o help us get to 





Just vin Ahurae the hall tn unather slag ow had 
tl ern sonthing sh ourse ol Senn 





wl ib hig ti 


started TALKING. He told us how his stepmom 
trict and how she doesnt like his pet 
turtle that he got for his birthday 


take the ball from him and hand i+ to someone else. 





in 
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eva d some actual basketball. Mom. 









ie spt tach a. state finals but we 


mere hating drosbe. geting the hang ot Sings — 












make any lay ecause theyre not the ones 


ges Fain apne 





1M gonna be. the one “to cash an. 
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hereby authorize— 


| ny Hkeness ane F€ 
a film or television series and any subsequent 
_sequels, throughout the universe and in —___ 


_perpetuity. 


SIGN HERE 





° im om ACH Mic O me Nex re a 









SCRIBBLE 


RIBBLE /y 5 °C 
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All we need to do NOW is win this to urhament so 


T can sell the rights to one of those studios that 
makes feel-good movies. And Lcan already. reo 
the poster in my head. 





= 
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> Wy 
ez nlher 
Pe ese ee Oe 
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the PR Te Se 
burned out on basketball, because none of them 
ae ee 


— ap aoc tinne-* a ort the — 





hance we’ hap. lor _two dete auneyaie had TH 
pac ack ah overnight bag 





ROO 


Some kids _packed WAY too much for. ohe hight. —_ 
Yu ere grs arcana 2 was 


ML #, ~ANaGWwicne P a dDackKpack Ty? YM a 


hocolate- covered raisins. 
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Jabari brought his video game system and a 


van. But _guess it was too much for the vehicles 
a ae ti ———— 





verloaded. 


REPAIRS 
Sa} WHILE-U-WAIT 





SP TT tind Lien ner 





center or parry 
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So I was pretty disappointed when we pulled up — 
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Ie 
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MP eh a a 


+ + Tt 


But 1 guess thats | ust the way it iS W hen your 




















SO Poe 
Wanereed Sethe 


7\/ 7 V7 we x 
peace, is 
a eS Oe, 
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When Mom went to - ee 





the a re SO she had +o come 


ery ene vess Mom was _ 


dow ss ‘fest name that nai imto her head. —— 











EIGQM UN 


De OUND AB EAN 









TOURNAMENT 
REGISTRATION FORM 


Team name: 








But when 1 saw the names of some of the 








Rubber Duckies | ; el Winter Dogs 
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The ganes were Being eld na Big open ares that 





was. spen. There sechenepaarttieel aioli 
written oh it, and Im not sure if it was for US — 


|__| MESS HALLRULES | 






a 1. No sharp objects -t+—}, 
ae 


2. No swearing 


a et 
_! Fo me Sis 


fe ae oh \Sa IK 


mes 




















Our_o: ponents. were already war ming up on Court = 


Th ery aeoneeibear han eg”'S-T See 





Ail. Siete Sn. tl: — 
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But TL shouldnt have underestimated them, because 
these guys mad e up to r their lack of basketball 


















2 Nh e 
Wan 


——_ 
. 
s 
? 
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Their team was lousy on defense, so we scored a 


Le ve 





their OFFENSE and at the final bu zzer the __ 
score was 3/—30, Mathlete All-Stars. 












JVUMMEC 


“Me and m~ PAMMmMaAaTE vere pre ) Pom oO 
because we Knew thi s was our big chance +o finally _ 
eT _@ AY ve Diew 14 > telt a little 





VI! aia lai 


F' 





But then Mom told us something that was pretty 


al: 





“Tournament fea’ ou played unt | you WON. 
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That meant the Mathletes were going home, and — 





aC. | 
ye JO, <> | 
, [ KAS \ 


\\ 
Lenlts 
ARR I 


Well, that changed EVERYTHING. T+ meant 
a, we 


| 








nq Nov mo 1-4 a’ VT mes 


Lcthed de Sold thie dnaarmane nt in a PRISON 





intimidatina +! the Mathle4 


But - then Mom got - the. Scoop. . The. Brawlers was a_ 

jeanepen nae se Daisies get 
“VT OWwn APYIE | LIN 

the ' ‘second chance "thing wasn just ahaa W INS. 
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When we got our first look at these guys, we 
L —— 


» 


me 





L was glad Mom didnt put me in the startin 4—— 
li nae me ez ee f 1d hy + trom start 








Brawlers <l bthestina) Kevin. “So Ruby Bird jumge d on 
that kid's. BACK, and then EVERYONE, joined in. 





TL dont th ink the refs wanted to get in the middle 









sure they didn’t blow their whistles ONCE. 











Brawlers edged us out in the end, and the final 
score was 0-5, —ess—s—s—sSsSsSSsSSSSSS 





Our team was pretty gassed from playing two 
games in a row, but we werent done yet. We had 


third round, and they looked tired, too. 


95 


are. ut what - Ceqraipy ina 





Laat then theats tguaiidiait tel 
deca use they were all great ACTORS 


Every time one of our players would get anywhere. 
NEAR one of tho se_guys, theyd flop and act __ 


touch ed them, we picked up fifteen p ersonal fouls _ 
ist quarte 





in the f; 











Se a Lys 
iv we a 


Their - team scored almost all of their - points from the 
RR re eat ay 






ra shes Jon’t ahink we. coulive pret Jone : — 
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uekily he nest —— 





coking f sil n gett Ng a goo ra 9 Lae slee Pp» 
But 1g vess Mom didnt think wed still be playing 
this late in the tournament, so she hadnt booked 


our rooms ahead of time. And. Dy then there were. 
only two | eftin the hotel sis 


So Mom booked one room for her and Ruby , and 
one for the REST of us. 1 dont know what it 
was like to sha rea room with Ruby, but Lcan 











a 





before. And T. actually thought about ealing —— 
security o on them a bunch of times. 





But 1 DIDN'T, and that was a dig mistake. 
Because one of them started an ic _cube fight and — 





Cf . ) ) 
gle 


—— 
Can 





tri ggers the fire alarm. 
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staying at the —. ae ‘Sire department _ 
reset the alarms. 











CHATTER 
pil 









a team to to pul o out a wih stellate 
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Then she told everyone about how it felt to 


APG 





PCmrT 2 cou Jve d one an thing DIFFERENT 
to change the outcome. Mom said she didnt want 


everything, on. the floor today. 





1+ was a good speech and all, but the difference 





we were just trying not to be the WORST. So the 
Yesterd ay morhing, when we showed up at the 
tournament, nobody knew who we were. But 
EVERYONE. did. 
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Ou So 
a Va : 


GWE 
FS SG @ rece, BEE 












And the. detonate wa ‘round was 
out fo r REVENGE. Th ere the only all-girl _ 
a +the whole tournament, _and 7 ges hey 


ape fg | off. fice Sha. Bans sinc. 
were read: y—to. PLAY 





pnctipn ple spent Ben ‘o take Rub ‘y 





vishe d she had nt put ME in to tak eh aie se 


because it was like throwing raw meat to a bunch — 





TL dont even remember what the final score was. 


All 1 know is that we lost, and they got to go 
STATE PEN 





Wee a eel a ee Pe 


Te eh a dh a a, 28 aaa aa aa 


Tr) 
'T _THEOMGHES ow 
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TL have no- eneeene es ee in 





were - OUCH. But when L sew - the two teams 
who were still fighting for the chance to go 

















The two teams | ~ ere the cergral Huskies 


equally asihle. to ME, so mas anyone’ gan 
to lose 













P 
ie. 



















~f, fom Oleces, 
= se 1 — ok 





~ pee ree | 
id awe 6 o 
=~ J C ¢ 


But - the Funky Dunkers only. had five players 
arc n_ thou ler. ae 








ot neal they ad _to ” face. us is the FINALS. 
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aa ve fi — uta lot. sooner, b ut 
/ONE 





s winner. And whoever ar, Ta 
know_f or sure that they were the worst team in _ 
the state, 





ie wanted to win the lat gare bl ut nobod dy 





sania ~ che saiannielaamadinn and made 
some last-minute changes to the lineup. 





building, and the place was practically EMPTY. 
But then two pe ople walked in through the d oors.. 





Preet was wearing some sort of boot, so 1 guess — 





4, t_ lor aid ve alte NEC al=: -Acer Ae 
heeded PLAYERS. Then she asked Preet if hed — 
de willing +o play in his boot. And 1 guess Preet _ 
mustVe missed competing, ecause Ne Said — 








Luckily, Mom had a Spare jersey in her_ bag, , and 
maa eh eagle ae 





ohne mo ‘adieden ‘tothe playbook. 
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Mon threw ovk al of ovr plays and rofl — 





Preet.” Ar Ih eve ryone wa sheathed = we finally 
hada play we could UNDERSTAND. 


The re f blew the whistle to start the game, and — 
we woh the opening tip-off. Yusef pa ssed the ball 


rest of us on |WO 






cS 


’ ns 
SNe 


ee \ 
Lri h(t aN 


The ony pe han eet ree _ And. 



































easy basket at Din aihed end 3 s floor. 
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Just before halftime, s omething really AWFUL 


f\ 





were -trying to stop Preet from shooti hg, and he 
stepped on their point guards foot with his boot. 


~~ 
rw, 














. < h\ Pol 
at ayNcH — 


ail 


The kid had to be helpe d off the floor by his 


coach and another player, and we all clapped, __ 


because for some reason thats what youre supposed. 








—— an n_ to four 


Dunkers didnt hav soning re_gonna_ 
have —ae IT. And T think their coach was 

















Bich sen WlBCSSI- Ta. d if Sen plod — 


she said she 4 send one of OUR players to the 
other team so we could finish the games 





PREET. B But the head ‘ref said MOM shouldbe —_ 





aN AC se me the 
minute , she picked hig | 
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Tee wk stem apalbes» Scale, 





MOTHER. But as T walked yaar ihe sther 
teams bench, she whispered some+hi nguin_my ear. — 


YOU'RE MY 
SECRET WEAPON! ry 





Ea ng _to 
n ding putTtina on Someone ¢ ,. JIN “ORM 








. Ts 
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a ye 








—s S_my_Nnew tes rame tes di 












sonebody on the Funky Dunkers soul score at the 
runes Ta antre-ameereiaines 


watchi ng. the game forget TL was actually ’ IN it. 
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So when Preet missed a three-pointer and the ball 





an ai & 4 S 
ee 
acs S$ 








L didnt know if 1 should pass or dribble or 
WHAT. But 1 couldnt really o anything anyway, : 


Lemauce all of a cable 











Miia? 


+ oe 
: ¥: = hye = ALG y//- 
\ La 
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The clock was ticking down, and the Funky 


the bench to see what Mom wanted me to do but. 
she di dnte xactly look like. she was rooting for me. 











was Ss ome sort of “secret weapon.” T+ was because — 
TL STUNK, and she knew 1d blow it for the 
other team. ————— 


But b Pree typi ees a 





Heide space. 
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other side of the court, you could hear 4 pin drop, 


al wy 
pe itt 


| 5 


7 ——— { 





- ar thre oe ws ke 








In fa am es AD 









satiate tbe Alter “ihe game, me. and the auys 





wtih cick at ine sont igs 





We were even talking about getting the team 
tegen yearn —— 






Sometimes sym should pak github ile . a Ee lee — 
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